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Meltdown falls on Browns’ shoulders
Jarrett Bell
Columnist
USA TODAY

CLEVELAND – They can’t pin this
one on the refs.
No, Cleveland Browns, look in the
mirror and see the egg on your face for
what it is.
You blew it.
Sure, there were way too many headscratching calls that went against
Cleveland in the 32-28 setback that left
the Browns (2-4) still in search of their
ﬁrst home victory of the season.
But there were even more cases of
Browns’ blunders – in strategy and execution – that left much to the imagination of what might have been.
In the aftermath, though, Baker Mayﬁeld was willing to make a charitable
donation in order to get it on record that
he thought the Browns were big-time
victims of shabby oﬃciating.
“I’ll probably get ﬁned for saying this,
but it was pretty bad today,” he said.
He grumbled about the illegal blindside block penalty on Jarvis Landry that
wiped out a dazzling, cross-ﬁeld catchand-run by Nick Chubb that would have
moved the chains. He whined about the
oﬃcials missing a face-mask penalty
the Seahawks apparently committed
against Chubb during a goal-line pileup.
And like his coach, Freddie Kitchens, he
thought Landry crossed the plane of the
end zone on the fumble that wasn’t reversed by instant replay.
Tough breaks. Mayﬁeld, who also
maintained, “the refs are never an excuse,” had some legitimate beefs as referee Adrian Hill’s crew dropped 19 ﬂags
on the two teams to underscore some of
the general sloppiness on display.
Just don’t believe the Browns were
robbed – unless they burglarized themselves.
Quick, Roger Goodell, pass a new
rule: Teams that commit ﬁve or more
turnovers can’t complain about oﬃcials
… even when the calls and replays don’t
always match up.
No, this loss falls at the feet of the undisciplined team that committed ﬁve
turnovers, had a punt blocked, blew a

Browns quarterback Baker Mayﬁeld congratulated Seahawks counterpart Russell
Wilson after Seattle hung on for a 32-28 victory. SCOTT GALVIN/USA TODAY SPORTS

20-6 lead and inexplicably kept tempting fate with some questionable playcalling near the goal line.
Before that Landry fumble early in
the fourth quarter, the Browns, trailing
25-20, had two cracks from the Seahawks’ 1-yard line. Yet rather than try
pounding it in with Chubb, who ﬁnished
with 122 rushing yards, Kitchens put it
on Mayﬁeld’s arm. And the third-down
fade pass to Odell Beckham Jr. didn’t
come close to being completed. On
fourth down, Kitchens called a play that
had Mayﬁeld in a shotgun with an empty backﬁeld. Mayﬁeld threw a quick
pass to Landry that resulted in the fumble.
The Browns dodged that episode as
the Seahawks were penalized for having
12 men on the ﬁeld. After Chubb was
stuﬀed on the ensuing fourth down, the
Browns forced a punt and started the
next drive with prime ﬁeld position that
led to the TD. Yet with the lost challenge,
they also lost a timeout that could have
come in handy at crunchtime.
Ah, crunchtime. Mayﬁeld’s last pass
of the day, a ﬂing to the ﬂat for running
back Dontrell Hilliard, was behind the
target. So much for a game-winning

drive, which the Browns were clearly
thinking when they took over with 3:30
remaining. Instead, Mayﬁeld’s errant
throw resulted in a too-easy interception for K.J. Wright. Ballgame.
On the season, that was interception
No. 11 for Mayﬁeld (who has thrown for
ﬁve TDs). That’s no way to win.
Look at Russell Wilson, having an
MVP season for the Seahawks. He
passed for 295 yards with two TDs and
didn’t commit a turnover. Composure
was his ticket. When his team trailed by
14 points early, he didn’t ﬂinch. When
the radio receiver in his helmet malfunctioned, he stayed cool and started
calling his own plays in up-tempo fashion as if it were no sweat. He ran his
number of fourth-quarter game-winning victory drives to 30, more than anyone else since he entered the NFL in
2012.
Sure, the Seahawks have been
through a lot over the years, with a
handful of veterans still in tow from the
Legion of Boom glory run. They know
not to panic.
Then again, if Mayﬁeld hadn’t
thrown a pick just before halftime, maybe there would have been no need for

last-minute drama. The Browns were
set up beautifully, leading 20-12 with
second down from the Seahawks’ 10yard line inside the two-minute warning. But Mayﬁeld’s throw for Landry in
the end zone was a bit behind the target,
and Shaquill Griﬃn deﬂected it into the
arms of Tedric Thompson – a turnover
that Wilson’s Seahawks converted into
an 88-yard TD drive that was pretty
much a 14-point swing.
So as much as the Browns were vexed
by the oﬃcials, their frustrations
shouldn’t come anywhere close to the
disdain they should have for their own
blunders.
There were several cases when Mayﬁeld was on the mark but his targets
muﬀed or outright dropped the passes.
There were ﬁrst downs negated by holding penalties. Missed tackles. Busted
coverages. A lot of teaching moments on
video, with a bye week to use for corrections.
Kitchens praised his team for the effort and was encouraged by the eﬃciency early in the game – which ultimately
was undone by the turnovers. Sugarcoating the bottom line won’t cut it. And
tight calls or not, the coach admitted
that some of the penalties (nine for 83
yards) were disturbing because they reﬂected a lack of concentration.
“Sometimes, it is playing with emotion instead of passion,” he said, alluding to the roughing-the-passer and late
hit calls. “During the play, it’s technique,
being lazy or not doing your job. There
are several things. We do not ever practice penalties.”
Maybe that’s not a bad idea, because
whatever the Browns are practicing,
they just can’t seem to get it right with
enough consistency.
Still, it’s a long season. Being 2-4 is
not a death sentence. This team that entered the season with so many expectations, so much hype and, yes, so much
swagger, has time to rally to make a
playoﬀ push, especially with a schedule
that seemingly becomes less grueling
down the stretch.
But to live up to their hope, the
Browns surely need to learn to not beat
themselves.
These might be the growing pains,
but at the moment they reﬂect a reality.
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REQUEST FOR BIDS
Sealed bids for Managed Print Solutions that are brand
neutral, a service that includes workflow assessments and
management of documents under a work plan that covers
printed output and may also include redeployment of devices,
installation of new hardware, use of software, document
storage, maintenance and repair, on-going oversight, supplies,
services, automation, training, counseling, reporting, and
other approaches that are neutral toward any particular
branded approach to local educational agencies and other
eligible organizations in all 50 U.S. states, Washington D.C.,
and Puerto Rico for the PEPPM Technology Cooperative
Purchasing Program shall be received by the Central
Susquehanna Intermediate Unit #16 (“CSIU”)
until 3 p.m., Eastern Time, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019.
Bids shall be received electronically at www.epylon.com.
Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at
9 a.m., Eastern Time, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2019,
at the CSIU, 90 Lawton Lane, Milton, PA 17847.
Interested bidders must register to access and secure
the bid documents online at www.epylon.com.
There is no charge to register.
Bids will be received under the following request for bids:
PEPPM 2020 Managed Print Solutions Bid.
For more information about the request for bids, visit
www.peppm.org or contact Jared Lehman at 570-246-5963.
Installation of certain products purchased under the contracts
may be subject to applicable prevailing wage laws and rates.
Reference is made to the prevailing minimum wage rates
applicable to such installation
No bidder may withdraw its bid for 120 days
after the bid opening date
The CSIU reserves the right to reject all bids, and/or
to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid.

Notice to Bidders
Region 14 ESC (the “Lead Agency”), on behalf of
National Cooperative Purchasing Alliance (NCPA) and public
agencies in all 50 states, that elect to access the Master Agreement
is soliciting proposals to enter into Master Agreements for:
• Automotive Parts #26-19
• Campus ID Credential Transaction Solutions #27-19
• Cloud Administrative Solutions #25-19
• Dust Suppressants, Stabilizing Solutions and
Related Services #33-19
• Electrical Equipment, Bulbs and Ballasts and
Related Services- Supplemental #30-19
• HVAC Equipment, Installation, Service, & Related Products Supplemental #29-19
• Natural Sport Surfaces, Installation and Related Materials #31-19
• Payroll and Related Services #35-19
• Roofing Products and Services #28-19
• Security System Solutions Product and Services, High Tech
Electronics, & Digital Media #24-19
• Self-Enforcing Parking Meters #34-19
• Underground Water, Sewer and Storm Utility Product #32-19
Due Tuesday, November 19, 2019 at 2:00 pm CST

NO More Finger Pricking
Get Your New GCM Devices
Covered by Medicare
(must test/inject 4+ x a day)

855-629-5927
DONATE ANY
CAR OR TRUCK
ANY CONDITION
GET AN IRS DEDUCTION
AND FIGHT BREAST CANCER
CALL 24/7 FOR FREE PICKUP

INVOKANA MEDICATION
WARNING
ATTENTION THIS IS AN IMPORTANT
MESSAGE FOR ANYONE THAT HAS
TAKEN THE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
INVOKANA, INVOKOMED OR INVOKOMED
XR FOR THEIR DIABETES. IN MAY 2017,
BASED ON THE FACTS OF TWO CLINICAL
TRIALS, THE FDA ISSUED A HEALTH
ADVISORY WARNING THAT THESE
DIABETES MEDICATIONS INCREASE THE
RISK OF AMPUTATION OF THE LEGS AND
TOES. IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE HAVE
TAKEN THE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
INVOKANA, INVOKOMED OR INVOKOMED
XR FOR YOUR DIABETES.

YOU MUST CALL US NOW:

800-804-8248
PERSONAL

BEAUTIFUL
ASIAN WOMEN
desire friendship, romance!
Free brochure. Since 1991.
P.I.C., BOX 4601-USA,
Thousand Oaks CA 91359.
805-492-8040 www.pacisl.com

AUTO

(818) 791-0172

Become a Licensed
Business Intermediary
Complete Package
Training - Support

$9,750
www.eenginuity.com/licensing

DOES YOUR
BUSINESS HAVE
IT’S OWN APP?
If not, you should. It’s painless,
easily affordable and profitable.
Get more and better customers.

www.SilentSalesmanApp.com

Credit Repair
Secrets Exposed
The Step by Step Course To
Perfect Credit & Huge Profits!
CreditRepairSecretsExposed.com

877-416-1177
Sell Nothing. Never Speak.
Do Not Recruit.
Allocate 15 minutes per day for
FULL TIME INCOME.
Training & Support Provided.
$300-$3000 Daily. Never Before Seen.
Absolutely Serious Inquiries Only!

www.ContiLead.biz

Wanted Old Foreign
Project Cars!

800-397-0070

Venture
Capital
Available

INSURED COLLATERALIZED
$4500. PER INVESTMENT
MULTIPLE AVL,
REGULATION D FILING

985-630-6485

917-509-3262
I OPEN, YOU CLOSE
www.iopendoors.expert

Seeks viable projects for investment
$10 Million and above.

Call 212-634-4246
Advertise Today!
1-800-397-0070

MARKETPLACE

HEALTH / FITNESS

Our Simple Marketing
System is Making People
$2,000 to $7,500/wk
Without Having to Speak
Or Sell to Anyone
FREE Vacation Certificate
with Purchase

Macular Degeneration, Cataract, Glaucoma
• How to heal without injections!
• Just released FREE guide that reveals why
Macular Degeneration continues to increase at an
alarming rate.
• Discover how STEM CELLS can help your vision.

1-800-430-9328 www.USAEyeReport.com
Edward Kondrot, MD Board Certified Ophthalmologist

Direct Mktg Opp.

FINANCIAL

HEALTH / FITNESS

WANTED

DROWNING IN
CREDIT CARD DEBT?

IVC FILTER WARNING
THE FDA HAS ISSUED A WARNING TO ALL IVC FILTER PATIENTS.
THESE IVC FILTERS MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURIES.
IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE HAD AN IVC FILTER IMPLANTED
YOU MAY BE ENTILTED TO FINANCIAL COMPENSTATION
THERE ARE NO FEES UNLESS YOU GET A SETTLEMENT
CALL NOW FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION
Call now: 800-340-1530 (24/7)

Alaimo Group is a
multi-disciplined
Engineering Firm

Struggling to make minimum payments
Owe $10,000 or more?
Call for our debt reset program!

CALL TODAY: 800-478-7009

BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS

FORECLOSURE
DEFENSE HELPLINE
ARE YOU BEHIND ON YOUR
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS?
COULD YOUR HOUSE GO INTO
FORECLOSURE? DOES IT SEEM
LIKE THE BANK HAS NO INTEREST
IN HELPING YOU SAVE YOUR
HOME AND YOU FEEL LIKE YOU
HAVE NOWHERE TO TURN?
THE FORECLOSURE DEFENSE
HELPLINE CAN HELP SAVE YOUR
HOME. IT’S CRITICAL THAT
YOU CALL US RIGHT NOW AT:

800-509-1635

Call 703-814-2806

Call:1-800-397-0070

40% APR,
P&I PD
MONTHLY

www.MikeGReviews.com
772 324 9474

For Middle & Upper Class

If you need appointments to
pitch your product or service,
we should speak
Harold Berger

GET NOTICED!

BUSINESS CAPITAL

Know who you are doing business with

Call 281-916-2551

I OPEN DOORS

Any old foreign cars/Any Condition
Porsche, Jaguar, Mercedes, Rolls
Royce, Ferrari and more. Fast and
Easy transactions, Cash on the spot.

Just Like a Website
Every Business Needs an App

INVESTMENTS

10am - 4pm Eastern

ANTIQUE CLASSICS
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Advertise in USA TODAY!

Work Less and Make More
From Anywhere in the World!
Pros make the sales for you
at no cost to you!
Coaches train your new people.
Done-for-you advertising
services.
FREE training and support.
Top Notch Direct Sales Opp.

800 448 1964

Sealed responses are due and will be publicly opened in the Region 14
ESC offices located at 1850 Highway 351, Abilene, TX 79601.
To request a copy of specifications,
please visit NCPA’s website www.ncpa.us.

$100K+ Yearly Pot’l
Working Part Time

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!
Advertise in USA TODAY!
Call:1-800-397-0070

STUDY THE BIBLE
For FREE 8-lesson course
Church of Christ, Box 8453, Falls
Church, VA 22041 888-949-2176
www.gracewords.org

NOVELTY

Novelty Products
FREE KEYFINDER WITH EVERY ORDER!
PLUS OTHER FREEBIES.
AT LOW COST FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

BrooklynNovelties.com

Based in New Jersey.
Seeking candidates with
public sector experience
in water and wastewater.
EIT or PE preferred.
Send resumes to:

da@alaimogroup.com
AA/EOE.

TRAVEL
AIRLINE TICKETS

Airline Tickets
Deep Discounts
Domestic – International – First Class
Save up to 75% off Retail Prices

Send your sales
through the roof
with an ad in
USA TODAY.

Call 24/7 and Save
800-448-0828

For more
information on
how to place
your ad call:
1-800-397-0070

SUCCESSFUL
ADVERTISEMENTS
start with
USA TODAY
1-800-397-0070

