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‘Like a gut punch’:
Wallace crushed after
a runner-up ﬁnish
Michelle R. Martinelli
For The Win | USA TODAY Network

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Bubba
Wallace was devastatingly close, painfully close.
And he felt the agony of defeat immediately, ﬁnishing the Daytona 500
on Sunday as the runner-up for the second time in his NASCAR Cup Series career.
Wallace missed out on what could
have been his second consecutive superspeedway victory by just 0.036 seconds behind Cup rookie Austin Cindric
in the 2022 season opener. It was the
third-smallest margin of victory in
Daytona 500 history, but in the No. 23
23XI Racing Toyota’s driver’s eyes, it’s
ﬁrst or failure.
“Damn, I wanted to win that one,”
said Wallace, who’s at the beginning of
his ﬁfth full-time Cup season and second with Michael Jordan and Denny
Hamlin’s team.
After parking his car on pit road with
Cindric and the No. 2 Team Penske Ford
team celebrating in the background,
Wallace climbed halfway out of his car
and sat in the opening of the driver’s
seat window, taking a moment to himself. His heartbroken emotions seemed
to be building inside, as he held back
welling tears in his eyes.
Speaking to the media afterward, he
reiterated his dejected feelings.
“Going down the back, (I was like),
‘Alright, pal, it can either end really bad
or end really good,” Wallace said he
thought to himself on the last lap in
overtime. “ ‘This could hurt or the victory could be sweet.’ I think I’d rather
get wrecked out than ﬁnish second.”
He was running among the top-5
drivers during that ﬁnal trip around the
2.5-mile track. By the time he exited
Turn 4 for one last push to the ﬁnish
line, he was up to third.
“We were gonna turn and burn right
there,” Wallace’s crew chief, Bootie
Barker, said about the No. 23 team’s approach to the two-lap shootout to close
the race. “All out, take ’em out, whatever you’ve gotta do.”
And when Team Penske’s Ryan Blaney went to make a move on his teammate Cindric, who was leading the race,
Wallace had an opportunity on the inside of the track. Cindric moved to the
outside to throw a block on Blaney, but
with an open lane on the inside, Wallace just couldn’t get there.
“I felt like I had a really good chance
to lose it, and to lose it means you’ve got
a shot to win it,” Cindric said.
“You talk about Brad (Keselowski),
Ryan, Bubba – a lot of the guys that I
was having to fend oﬀ there at the end
of the race are guys that have been in

Austin Cindric and his team celebrate in victory lane Sunday after winning the
Daytona 500. DAVID TUCKER/THE DAYTONA BEACH NEWS-JOURNAL

Bubba Wallace ﬁnished second in the
2022 Daytona 500 in one of the
closest ﬁnishes in race history.
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Racer’s dream: Cindric
‘didn’t make a mistake’
in Daytona 500 win
Michelle R. Martinelli

the sport for a while and have paid their
dues and put themselves in position
every time at these types of races.”
This is the second time Wallace has
been in this speciﬁc situation, ﬁnishing
second to Austin Dillon in the 2018 Daytona 500. But he said this one came
with “a total diﬀerent emotion.”
Wallace was a Cup rookie four years
ago and said he “didn’t know what (he)
was doing” back then running up toward the front. This time, he “really
thought we had it.”
“I didn’t have a ﬁghting chance in the
ﬁrst time in 2018,” Wallace said. “This
one, being that close, it’s just like a gut
punch. So going from all the conﬁdence
in the world to literally having it ripped
out from underneath you is a really (expletive) feeling.”
Wallace being in contention at the
end was far from a surprise. He now has
four top-5 ﬁnishes at Daytona and was
the runner-up in August in the 400mile regular-season ﬁnale before earning his ﬁrst Cup victory at Talladega
Superspeedway in October.
“He deﬁnitely has a knack for (superspeedway races),” Barker said, noting it’s instinctual and not something
you can teach racers. “You gotta have
good stuﬀ, but Bubba’s exceptional at
these places.”
23XI Racing director of competition
Mike Wheeler praised Wallace’s conﬁdence and aggressiveness in the ﬁnal
laps not taking his foot oﬀ the gas. But
second place, even one by 0.036 seconds, still isn’t a win, and it stings,
Barker said.
Wallace caught his ﬁrst glimpse of
the ﬁnish on the big screen while on pit
road and couldn’t help but look as it replayed.
“Ooooh, I don’t want to see that,” he
said. “That sucks! God! That sucks!”
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DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – For the
past 3 1⁄2 months, Austin Cindric has
been “haunted” by his performance in
the NASCAR Xﬁnity Series championship race.
“Every moment of every day,” he
said of how often he thinks about losing
a second consecutive championship in
the second-tier series by 0.030 seconds to Daniel Hemric in November.
“I’ve never been in so much pain that
I wanted to vomit. Never in my life have
I been in so much pain, felt like I let so
many people down that I’ve wanted to
just throw up on the sport.”
But in the 23-year-old rookie’s debut
as a full-time Cup Series driver, he
found redemption, taking the checkered ﬂag in the biggest race of his life,
Sunday’s Daytona 500, for his ﬁrst win
at NASCAR’s highest level.
“This makes up for losing the championship last year,” Cindric said. “It’s a
racer’s dream, and so many people get
close to it. And I feel very grateful and
very proud to be able to pull it oﬀ.”
Replacing Brad Keselowski – who
became a driver-owner for Roush Fenway Keselowski Racing – in the No. 2
Team Penske Ford, Cindric edged Bubba Wallace by 0.036 seconds in the
third-closest Daytona 500 ﬁnish.
It was Cindric’s eighth Cup start,
and he became the second-youngest
Daytona 500 champ after 2011 winner
Trevor Bayne, then 20. He led 21 laps.
He raced like, and beat, hard-charging Cup veterans in the ﬁnal laps
around the 2.5-mile track, elevated by
his No. 2 Ford that was fast enough to
ﬁnish second in his qualifying race
Thursday and start ﬁfth in “The Great
American Race.”
“If you looked at Austin this week

and the way he ran, he didn’t make a
mistake today,” said team owner Roger
Penske, who celebrated his 85th birthday Sunday. “He was up second, third,
almost the entire race, and then at the
end to be able to pull it oﬀ, (it) shows
you the quality of kid he is and also the
experience that he already has as a
young man.”
With multiple wrecks in the ﬁnal 10
laps of the 200 go-rounds scheduled –
fairly standard for the end of the Daytona 500 – NASCAR went to overtime and
ended the race with a two-lap shootout.
Cindric clung to his lead from the inside lane after the ﬁnal restart with
teammate Ryan Blaney, Keselowski
and Wallace among those chasing him.
Coming out of Turn 4 on the last lap,
Blaney moved to the top of the track to
attempt to pass his teammate, but Cindric went with him and threw a block.
Blaney made contact with the outside wall as Wallace went to the inside,
but they ran out of time to get around
Cindric.
“I was able to get Austin in front and
oﬀ of (Turn) 4, where we were good
enough to make a move,” Blaney said. “I
got blocked and I ended up getting
fenced.” ”
Conﬁdent going into the weekend,
Cindric said he knew he had a car capable of winning. NASCAR’s secondlongest oval breeds chaos, and simply
being in the wrong place at the wrong
time can shatter very realistic shots at
winning the Daytona 500.
“I did not pack an extra set of
clothes, by the way, so I’m not that conﬁdent,” Cindric said, laughing about
how his expectations inﬂuenced his
weekend wardrobe.
“I’ll be re-wearing my clothes from
(Sunday on Monday), and I will have
fresh underwear,” he joked. “So that’s a
win.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUESTS FOR BIDS

Notice to Bidders
Region 14 ESC (the “Lead Agency”), on behalf of National
Cooperative Purchasing Alliance (NCPA) and public agencies
in all 50 states, that elect to access the Master Agreement is
soliciting proposals to enter into Master Agreements for:
• Ammunition, Weapons, and Police Gear #01-22
• Capital Building & Bond Program Management Software #02-22
• Digital Healthcare Guidance - Mental Health #03-22
• Drapery Restoration Services #04-22
• Educational Carpets and Mats #05-22
• Electrical & Power Services #06-22
• Glass #07-22
• Plumbing Supplies, HVAC Products and Building Supplies #08-22
• Privacy Pods / Furniture Booths #09-22
• Strategic Enrollment Management, Positive Classroom, and
Teacher Coaching Solutions #10-22
• Administrative Management Solutions #11-22
• Systems and Information Management Software #12-22
• Auction Services #13-22
• Traffic Control, Enforcement, & Signal Preemption Equipment
#14-22
• Fixed and Vehicle License Plate Recognition #15-22
• Digital Healthcare Guidance – Hypertension and Heart Disease
#16-22
• Business Process Automation Solutions and Services #17-22
• Central Plant as-a-Service Program #18-22
• Athletic Equipment, Team, Cheer and Band Uniforms.
Helmet Reconditioning/Recertification #19-22
• Digital Healthcare Guidance – Diabetes #20-22
• Environmental Spill Response, Secondary Spill Containment
Solutions #21-22
• Lockers, Bleachers, Team Benches, Gymnasium Seating and
Related Products and Services #22-22
Due Thursday, March 24, 2022 at 2:00 pm CST
Responses shall be received electronically no later than the submittal
deadline via our online Bonfire portal at ncpa.bonfirehub.com.
To request a copy of specifications,
please visit NCPA’s website www.ncpa.us.

We, the People of Florida, do hereby notify
and announce to all the reseating of the
Florida General Jural Assembly.
See http://national-assembly.net/blog/index.
php/na-blog/florida-general-jural-assemblypublic-notice
Notice to principal is notice to agent.
Notice to agent is notice to principal.
The contents of this notice is not the opinion
or claims of this Newspaper publication,
its employees or management.
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MARKETPLACE
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OPPORTUNITES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITES

Sealed bids for technology equipment, software, services, supplies, and furniture sales to local
educational agencies and other eligible organizations in Pennsylvania and optionally other states
for the PEPPM Cooperative Purchasing Program shall be received by the Central Susquehanna
Intermediate Unit #16 (“CSIU”) until 3 p.m., Eastern Time, Tuesday, Mar. 22, 2022. Bids shall be
received electronically at www.epylon.com. Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 3 p.m.,
Eastern Time, Tuesday, Mar. 22, 2022, at the CSIU, 90 Lawton Lane, Milton, PA 17847. However,
in the case of an emergency, or, in the CSIU’s discretion, in the interest of public health and safety,
and as permitted by applicable law, the CSIU may instead broadcast the opening of bids via
teleconference or video conference.

$100K

Interested bidders must register to access and secure the bid documents online at www.epylon.com.
There is no charge to register.

Simply Sharing a 1-800 number.

Bids will be received under the following separate requests for bids:

NoSelling,NoWebsite,WeClose
SalesForYou.ProventoWork.

In 100 Days!

Pot’l

HEALTH/FITNESS

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!
Exclusive Once in a
Lifetime Opportunity!
“ALL DONE FOR YOU”
6-FIGURE AUTOMATED BIZ

Earn $500-$30,000

pot’l

For more information about the request for bids, visit www.peppm.org/bids.

Call Our 20 Min. Tele-Seminar Now!

PER Month Ethically From
Home or From Anywhere!
FREE Online Videos Reveal
AMAZING Details.
Go to www.JoinLAVToday.com

Installation of certain products purchased under the contracts may be subject to applicable prevailing
wage laws and rates. Reference is made to the prevailing minimum wage rates applicable to such
installation.

1-800-215-8376 ID#BMC101

FINANCIAL

• PEPPM 2022 Supplemental Catalog Bid.

No bidder may withdraw its bid for 90 days after the bid opening date.
The CSIU reserves the right to reject all bids, and/or to waive any informality or irregularity in a bid.

Affiliate Opp

$30,000
EVERY MONTH!

I, Jessy Varghese,
Passport # P1164940,
W/o Bryce A. Stafford,
R/o 219 Richardson St.,
Apt - 3104,
Cayce, SC, 29033, USA
have changed my name
to Jessy Mariam Stafford
for all purposes.

PERSONALS

BEAUTIFUL ASIAN WOMEN
Desire friendship, romance!
Free brochure. Since 1991.
Send S.A.S.E to:
P.I.C., BOX 4601-USA,
Thousand Oaks CA 91359.

805-492-8040
www.pacisl.com

Additional online listings are
available on
classifieds.usatoday.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAVE YOU BEEN
CLASSIFIED AS A HIGH
RISK DRIVER DUE TO DUI,
DWI OR TICKETS FOR
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING?

Serenity is here
to help by making SR-22
insurance easy to get and
affordable for everyone.

800-509-9315
THE CALL & QUOTE ARE FREE.

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
Call us 312-900-8015 Affiliate
Opp.
ID#USA-815198 or visit
www.lavlabel.com/DavidHawkins

FREEDOM

FREE Consultation
FREE Credit Evaluation

800-852-4931

IMPROVE
YOUR CREDIT
SCORE
ELIMINATE your
overwhelming debt

$10,000

We can help if your total
debt is $10,000 or more!

pot’l

pot’l

in a single day using this website

SET YOUR

SuperRichAndFree.com
24-HR REC. 716-528-9979
Direct 716-603-6851

D
BRANAPART.

GET NOTICED!

Advertise with USA TODAY!

(800) 397-0070

800-397-0070

Are you getting hit
with high interest rates
because of a low credit
score? Improve it today!

Easily deposit up to
$40,000+ every month
and very often over

Affiliate
Opp.

sales@russelljohns.com

COMPLICATIONS
you may be entitled to

SIGNIFICANT CASH
COMPENSATION.

Affiliate
Opp.

pot’l

The same company that has made
it possible for everyday Americans
to earn $1,000-$30,000 pot’l
EVERY month from home!

ATTENTION
If you’ve had Hernia Surgery
and have experienced any

CREDIT CARD DEBT
MEDICAL DEBT
PERSONAL LOANS

800-825-1306
Avoid bankruptcy today and
start over completely debt-free.

THE CALL IS FREE.

CALL THE HERNIA MESH
HELPLINE NOW AT

800-478-7176

TALCUM
POWDER
SETTLEMENT
If you or a loved one has
been diagnosed with
ovarian cancer after using
talcum based products
you may be entitled to
significant compensation

800-208-3526
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL
7-Eleven with Real Estate
Well Established Several
Locations In Orlando Florida
Monthly M Sale
$120,000 to $170,000 monthly
Fuel 89,000 to 150,000 Gallons monthly
Asking $350,000 to $1,700,000
Financing available based on
Credit, Capacity, Credentials
Raja 321-689-6568
rajapaleja@gmail.com

To advertise, call:
1-800-397-0070

